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Foreword: Mrs Tracy Turner, Head 
Teacher, says…
It is with great pride that I welcome you to 
our wonderful rural school, surrounded by 
open countryside, at the heart of the village 
and with strong links with the church and 
community.

Igniting an interest in the world 

Teaching is stimulating and creative and encourages our 
children to become life long learners with a thirst for life 
experiences. We want to ignite an interest in the world 
around them and for that interest to lead to fulfilling and 
imaginative lives. Above all, learning should be fun! 

Challenges

We take a holistic approach to education, ensuring that our 
children have the resilience to cope with the challenges that 
lie ahead.

Pastoral care 

Whilst academic achievements are an important part of life 
at our school, all our children have the opportunity to enjoy 
a wide variety of sporting, artistic and musical opportunities, 
as well as regular trips and residential visits. Our pastoral 
care is exceptional, ensuring all children are kept safe and 
supported. 

Welcome to Bradshaw Primary School
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Dedicated staff

I am very proud of our experienced and exceptionally 
dedicated staff, who ensure all our children are well 
encouraged and challenged to achieve their true potential. 
Staff promote every opportunity to work with families to 
support learning experiences and share successes.

Parent partnership 

You, parents are a very important part of our school. As you 
will see, by reading the parent and pupil pen portraits within 
this prospectus you and you child are at the very heart of 
Bradshaw School.

Get in touch

Choosing the right school for a child is one of the most 
important decisions that a parent can make. We hope that this 
prospectus will help you to make this important decision and 
give you a flavour of Bradshaw and the learning opportunities 
that we provide. If you would like to come along and meet us 
please contact the school office. We will be delighted to show 
you what we do and just how well we do it! 

To make an appointment: 
Tel: 01422 244283 
Email: admin@bradshaw.calderdale.sch.uk  
Web: www.bradshawprimaryschool.org

Be the  
best we can
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Bradshaw Buddies Out of School 
Club
Bradshaw Buddies Out of School Club provides 
parents and carers with an opportunity to leave 
their children in a safe and caring environment 
before and after school. There is an outdoor area 
with an adventure playground surrounded by 
fields. Children are encouraged to play football, 
cricket, tennis, rounders etc. There are also lots of 
other fun activities such as treasure hunts, building 
dens, playing hide and seek, baking, modroc, glass 
painting and sewing.

Uniform
A school uniform endorses the community feel - 
establishing an expectation and clear standards. 
Children throughout our school wear a navy 
sweatshirt or cardigan with the Bradshaw Primary 
School logo, an emerald polo shirt with the school 
logo and dark school trousers or skirt, with plain 
black shoes. In addition there is a Bradshaw sports 
kit. All our uniform can be purchased through our 
on-line uniform shop.  

School meals and snacks
All of our delicious and nutritional school dinners 
are freshly prepared on site by our highly qualified 
school chef who had many years of commercial 
catering experience prior to running our kitchen. 
The menu changes every three weeks and can be 
viewed on the school website. Please take a look 
and you will see how varied the meals are, and that 
a vegetarian option is always available, plus a salad 

bar. There is something to suit everyone’s tastes and 
we consistently review provision in line with pupil 
preference. School has recently achieved the Silver 
Food for Life Award.

Free school meals

Free school meals are available for children up 
to, and including, Key Stage 1, and to those older 
children whose parents are in receipt of income 
support.

Break-time and drinks

Under the Fruit in School scheme children in Key 
Stage 1 are entitled to a piece of fruit each day free 
of charge. Water is always available during the day. 

Milk and fruit are available free of charge for all 
Preschool, Reception and children receiving Pupil 
Premium (the old Free School Meals). Milk is also 
available to all children in Year 1 to Year 6 at a 
small cost. Complimentary fruit is also available to 
children in Key Stage 2 who take up the offer of our 
milk package.

We actively encourage children to stay hydrated 
and water coolers are available in both buildings. 
Children can fill water bottles from the coolers and 
drink their water throughout the day. 

School day: settling in
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Alfie is following in his family’s 
footsteps by enjoying his time at 
Bradshaw Primary School
Vicki and Nathan Cartman live in Holmfield with their son, Alfie, aged five, and 
daughter, Millie, aged two.

Settling in
Alfie was carrying on a family tradition when he started at the age of four in the Reception 
class at Bradshaw Primary. His Mum, Vicki, and her Mum before her had both attended the 
school. Vicki says: “I thought he might struggle to begin with as he had been at a different 
nursery but didn’t get a place in their main school. I applied for him to go to Bradshaw 
and he settled really well and was happy there straight away. I originally wanted Alfie to 
stay where he was because he had made friends there, but now I am really glad he is at 
Bradshaw.”

Caring teachers
Vicki thinks the main reason Alfie settled in well was the fantastic support he received from 
the staff right at the start. “There were never any tears and he was always really keen to go 
to school each day. He made loads of new friends quickly and I could tell he was being well 
looked after.”

Fun learning
“Alfie enjoyed learning through play when he was in the Reception class. I think he thought 
it didn’t seem like work but what they did helped him come on really well. He has really 
progressed with his writing too. He has done very well considering he is young in the school 
year,” Vicki says.

Enjoying phonics
Now Alfie is in Year 1 he loves doing phonics lessons. “He is a really good reader and has 
come on loads this year. He likes Biff and Chip books and he loves bringing home books to 
read. He brings one to read to us to practise his phonics and one for us to read to him. He 
enjoys reading, writing and art and is looking forward to going into Year 2,” she says.

Parents involved
“It is very much a family-orientated place. The parents can get involved through the Friends 
of Bradshaw School who run events such as summer fetes and kids discos.

Parents are very supportive of the school. I would recommend Bradshaw Primary to anyone 
and all the parents of Alfie’s friends will say the same, it is a great school!”

Children say

Alfie says: “I love 
going to school 
every day to see 
my friends.”
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The curriculum is divided into 
three stages:

1. �Early Years Foundation 
Stage: from ages 3-5

2. Key Stage 1: from ages 5-7

3. Key Stage 2: from ages 7-11 

Reception
The Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum is based on seven areas 
of learning:

• �Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

• Communication and Language 
• Physical Development 
• Literacy  
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design.

Key Stages 1-2
Areas of the curriculum are:

• Mathematics 
• Literacy 
• Science 
• �Information and Design 

Technology
• History 
• Geography 
• Art 
• Music 
• Physical Education 
• Religious Education 
• Health 
• Citizenship 
• Personal and Social Education.

Sport 
As well as following the PE 
programme of work set out 
in the National Curriculum, 
there are many opportunities 
for children at Bradshaw to 
engage in extracurricular sport 
and team games such as cross-
country competitions, swimming 
and football tournaments, to 
encourage them to lead healthy, 
active lives.

Curriculum: preparing our children for the opportunities 
and demands of the 21st Century

6



Orla, Faran and Ruben are 
all flourishing in the friendly 
environment of Bradshaw Primary 
School
Donna and Craig Durkin live in Queensbury with their children, Orla, aged ten, 
Faran, aged nine, and Ruben, aged five.

Good start
Orla began to make good progress after starting in the Reception class at Bradshaw Primary 
even though her parents had been worried she wouldn’t settle. “She hadn’t been given a 
place at the school where she attended nursery and we were offered another school that 
we weren’t keen on. We contacted Bradshaw and luckily they had one place left. I was 
worried she might struggle because it would all be new to her but she was fine from the 
very first day,” her Mum, Donna, says. 

Academic progress
“Orla has always been very sporty and liked all the outdoor play at Bradshaw. She has also 
enjoyed doing artwork and crafts,” Donna says. “Now she is in Year 5 she is right where 
she needs to be academically. Her Maths is better than her Literacy, the school have really 
brought her on and she is making good progress and enjoying being with her friends.”

Varied activities
“There are plenty of activities for the children to do after school and they are taken 
swimming in Year 3 and Year 4. My oldest two are now strong swimmers and are confident 
in the pool, which is a great thing,” Donna says.

Caring staff
“The school is very friendly and the teachers are definitely one of the big positives,” says 
Donna. “Each and every teacher is really interested in the children, they care about all of 
them. My kids have never been upset about going to school or said they didn’t want to go.”

Welcoming atmosphere
“Bradshaw has a very positive, friendly, open atmosphere. I feel I can contact the teachers if 
ever I need to. They are always available in the playground if you need to see them and the 
Head Teacher is very approachable. Parents are welcomed into the school and encouraged 
to come in to see how the children are getting on.”

Children say

Faran says: “I like  
to go to school to  
be with my friends.”

Ruben says: “I like 
the school dinners  
at Bradshaw.”

Children say

Orla says: “I like 
to learn things and 
feel when I come 
home from school 
that I have learnt 
something new.”

Working together to achieve our goals 7



Learning is fun
A rich and varied curriculum captures children’s 
imaginations, stimulates their enthusiasm and motivates 
success. We have a comprehensive, planned programme of 
exciting visits and vistors to school, including:

• Ponderosa Farm 
• RHS Garden Harlow Carr  
• Staups Lea Farm 
• Ogden Water 
• Haddon Hall 
• Leeds Museum 
• Tropical World 
• Nell Bank 
• St Annes

Events

In addition the school supports all kinds of national events 
such as World Book Day and Red Nose Day and regularly 
arranges for fun and interesting visits from entertainers and 
educational experts. 

Residential
All Key Stage 2 children have an annual opportunity to 
experience enjoyable residential visits, experience exciting 
activities, zip wires, canoeing, climbing, and exploring 
underground caves!

Performances
An important feature of the learning experience at Bradshaw 
is taking part in an annual public performance. Every child in 
our school will participate in a “Show” in-front of an invited 
audience of friends and family. We think that the skills and 
confidence which these occasions help to develop are 
key to unlocking each childs unique talent, giving them a 
opportunity to shine. Children and staff really enjoy this 
aspect of our enriched curriculum, performances give our 
school a real sense of pride.

Extended curriculum: trips, visits and performances
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Extended curriculum: trips, visits and performances Freddie and Honey have both 
blossomed in the warm environment 
of Bradshaw Primary School
Alex and Kris Rothery live in Holmfield near Halifax with their son Freddie, 
aged ten, and daughter, Honey, aged seven.

Friendly feel
Alex and Kris were looking for somewhere small and friendly with a village school 
atmosphere for Freddie and Honey’s first school and were delighted to discover Bradshaw 
Primary. Alex says: “My eldest son, Bill, who is now 20, went to a different primary school, 
but when Freddie was due to start I was looking for somewhere cosy and welcoming that 
was closer to where we now live.” 

Settling in
“I went to look round Bradshaw Primary because it is less than five minutes by car from our 
house and I was really impressed by the warm atmosphere and friendly staff,” Alex says. 
“Freddie started in the preschool there and settled in really well. The staff were all very kind 
to him. There were a few tears for a couple of days but they told me that as soon as I left him 
he was absolutely fine without me.”

Good progress
Alex says as Freddie has progressed through the school she has been very impressed with 
the support he has received from the teachers. “They have all really liked him and been 
fantastic with him. He enjoys most of the things he does at school, he is particularly good at 
Art and Maths. He is making good progress and is exactly where he should be academically 
now he is in Year 5.”

Enjoying learning
When Honey started in the Preschool Alex says: “She walked straight in, settled down and 
never looked back. She didn’t seem to miss me at all, which was upsetting for me at the 
time. She loves every aspect of school and now she is in Year 2 she is a good all rounder, 
excelling in all her subjects.”

Individual care
“The school are also good at catering for children’s individual requirements. For a while both 
Freddie and Honey were vegetarians and the school were very willing to put on vegetarian 
meals for them. There is always the option of a jacket potato and a side salad at lunchtimes, 
as well as sometimes a vegetarian pizza or a Quorn roast,” she says.

Community spirit
“I would wholeheartedly recommend the school to other families and assure them that 
their children will be well cared for at Bradshaw Primary. The staff will always listen to your 
concerns and sort out any issues for you. The school’s lovely atmosphere has rubbed off 
on the parents, who are very friendly towards each other. I have made some great friends 
through my association with the school.”

Children say

Freddie says: “I love 
playing football with 
my friends.”

Honey says: “I love 
playing with my 
friends at school.”
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Special Educational Needs
We recognise that all children are different and that these 
differences create opportunities for adults and children alike 
so that we can learn more about each other. Helping children 
to develop good attitudes and values is an important feature 
of our work. At some point in their education many children 
will experience a special educational need and we have 
experience of supporting pupils with a wide range of social, 
emotional, behavioural and specific learning challenges.

At Bradshaw we believe in early intervention and we are very 
successful at ensuring that we meet the needs of children. 
Please take a look at the school’s SEND policy on our website 
or speak to your child’s class teacher for further information.

Access

At Bradshaw we endeavour to meet the unique needs of all 
children irrespective of any particular challenges they face! 

Gifted and talented children
We strive to develop all children’s talents by providing them 
with simulating and enriched learning experiences which are 
tailored to individual needs.

Inclusion: a curriculum for all
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Nathan and Emily are both thriving in 
the friendly atmosphere at Bradshaw  
Primary School
Nicola Stephenson lives with her children, Nathan, aged ten, and Emily, aged 
five, in Wheatley in Halifax.

Individual attention
Nathan and Emily are both happy and progressing well at Bradshaw Primary School, thanks 
to the friendly staff, who are excellent at catering for children’s individual needs. Their Mum, 
Nicola, says: “Nathan made a good start and was happy straight away. I think it was more 
daunting for me as I had concerns when he started because he is visually impaired, but he 
settled immediately and is happy.”

Good support
When chosing a school, Nicola decided to look round Bradshaw Primary. She says: “It was 
such a lovely, friendly, welcoming place that I was reassured. Nathan is blind in one eye and 
has limited vision in the other so he has to have one to one support at school. This is to help 
him get round the school safely but also to make sure he reaches his full potential.”

Enjoying activities
“Nathan loves everything about the school, he particularly enjoys Maths and Topic lessons. 
He likes doing sport and playing hockey and cricket. The school work hard to make sure he 
is included in everything and provide him with special balls and make sure he is playing 
with a suitable group of children so he doesn’t have to miss out on games and activities,” 
she says.

Making friends
“When Emily started in the Reception class she seemed more clingy than Nathan had been 
and I was worried she might not settle,” Nicola says. “However, she has been really happy, 
has a good group of friends and is coming on in leaps and bounds.”

Friendly staff
“There hasn’t ever been a day when either have said they didn’t want to go to school. The 
teachers are all very friendly and they listen to what the parents have to say. They are good 
at finding out if children have individual needs that have to be catered for. They seem to be 
able to get to know the children quickly. The receptionist and the dinner staff are also all 
really friendly.”

Parents welcomed
“They go to breakfast club at the school because I have to drop them off  before I go to 
work, they are both really happy there. Nathan goes to a Book Club where they read and 
review books and he is also in the choir. Emily enjoys the assemblies when they invite the 
parents in to see how the children are progressing. They also regularly ask us to go in after 
school to look at the work the children have done. The school are always very welcoming 
toward parents,” she says.

Children say

Nathan says: “The  
best thing about 
my school is doing 
lessons.”

Emily says: “I like 
colouring with my 
friends at school.”
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From aerobics to gardening
Children can enjoy a wide range of enrichment activities both 
within and outside the school day. The programme is ever 
changing and includes activities such as:

• Cookery 
• Cricket 
• Tag rugby 
• Football 
• Choir 
• Ukulele 
• Computing 
• Dance 
• Aerobics 
• Netball 
• Gymnastics 
• Art and Craft 
• Music 
• Gardening 
• Film Club 
• Drama

Enrichment
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Be the  
best we can
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Getting involved
Parental Involvement
Friends of Bradshaw

The school has a very active parent 
teacher group called Friends of 
Bradshaw, which organises events 
for the children to enjoy and fund 
raises to buy additional equipment 
for the school. Getting involved with 
the Friends of Bradshaw is a great 
way to meet other parents and the 
staff and it’s also a lot of fun! For 
more information please contact 
Friendsofbradshawprimaryschool@
gmail.com, follow us on twitter @
FoBradshawPS, or like us on facebook.
com/bradshawfriends. Alternatively, 
you can telephone Kate who is the 
group secretary on 07904 475042.

Voluntary helpers
We welcome volunteers in school 
and there are many opportunities 
for parents and carers to help, such 
as listening to children read or 
accompanying children on trips to 
help with supervision. If you would like 
to get involved please have a chat with 
your child’s class teacher or ask at the 
school office.

Governance
The full Governing Body meets at least 
once a term. There are also committee 
meetings for Personal and Finance, 
Estates and Services and Standards 
and Effectiveness. Governors are 
appointed to help decide what is 
taught in school, set standards of 
attainment and behaviour, select and 
appoint staff, decide how the school 
budget is spent and to challenge and 
support the school to continually strive 
to improve.

The minutes of meetings are available 
for inspection by parents. If you would 
like to know more about the role of the 
Governing Body please email the Chair 
of Governors at:  
admin@bradshaw.calderdale.sch.uk
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Admissions

School
Children start at Bradshaw Primary School in the autumn term 
of the academic year in which they will have their fifth birthday. 

Applications
Calderdale Council coordinates admissions to Bradshaw 
Primary School. If you live within Calderdale please complete 
a Calderdale online application (there is a link on the school 
website). Parents who live outside Calderdale must apply 
through their home local authority. The contact details for the 
school admissions team are:

Tel: 01422 392617

Email: cyps.admissions@calderdale.gov.uk

Web: www.calderdale.gov.uk

Working together to achieve our goals 15



Bradshaw Primary School 
Ingham Lane 
Bradshaw 
Halifax 
West Yorkshire 
HX2 9PF

Tel: 01422 244283 
Email: admin@bradshaw.calderdale.sch.uk  
Web: www.bradshawprimaryschool.org

Ingredients
315 Boys and Girls aged 4 – 11 (free range)

•  30 (at least) dedicated teachers and assistants

•  1 determined and resilient Head Teacher

•  1 firm and supportive layer of managers

•  1 jolly team of cooks and lunchtime supervisors

•  �1 administration team - kind, caring and efficient 
administrators (in equal measures)

•  A generous dollop of caretaker and cleaning staff

•  Beautiful surroundings (lots and lots)

•  A large handful of practical activities

•  Lashings of hard work and fun (equal portions)

•  �A generous sprinkling of governors, supportive parents and 
volunteer help (don’t skimp here – this ingredient is vital!)

•  �Season with happiness, safety and security in  
equal measures.

Method

•  Mix children and staff thoroughly until absorbed

•  �Gently fold in, do not be afraid to add a scoop of those 
children who require extra help

•  �Carefully mix, making sure not to crush in  
the process

•  �Divide and ease into classes and groups, add teachers and 
assistants as needed

•  Blend and leave in a warm place to rise

•  �Bake on top shelf (or as high as you can get) and prepare for 
consumption by the wider world

•  Serve dredged with confidence!

Recipe for success

Bradshaw Primary School
Working together to achieve our goals
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